Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ADDIS 09600 081628Z 

61 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO ERDA-05 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 

CIEP-01 COME-OO DODE-OO FPC-01 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 

L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-03 USIA-06 SAM-01 

OES-03 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 FRB-03 FEA-01 /088 W 

001077 

R 081510Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5820 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ADDIS ABABA 9600 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG 

SUB J : LOUISANA LAND AND EXPLORATION COMPANY DECIDES TO CONTINUE 
OIL EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN ETHIOPIA 

REF: ADDIS 8372 

1. ACCORDING TO PETER PRUCELL, RESIDENT REP OF THE WHITESTONE/ 
LOUISANA LAND AND EXPLORATION (LLE) IOINT VENTURE IN OIL EX- 
PLORATION, LLE HAS DECIDED TO CONTINUE ITS PARTICIPATION IN OIL 
EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES. A NEW WORK PROGRAM. ALONG WITH A RE- 
AFFIRMATION OF THE ORIGINAL AGREEMENT, HAS BEEN AGREED TO BY 
THE EPMG. AN EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONTAINING THESE AGREEMENTS 
TOOK PLACE ON AUG 2. 

2. PURCELL STATED THAT, IN HIS PERSONAL VIEW, LLE WAS LESS THAN 
ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT REMAINING IN ETHIOPIA BUT THE ALTERNATIVES WERE 
EQUALLY UNPLEASANT AS LLE WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY HAVE HAD TO GO TO 
COURT IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A RELEASE FROM THEIR ORIGINAL CONTRACT. 

IF WHITESTONE CAN FIND ANOTHER PARTNER THETAKE OVER LLE’S SHARE OF 
THE JOINT VENTURE, PURCELL IS CERTAIN THAT LLE WOULD BE DELIGHTED. 
WHITESTONE IS ACTIVELY SEARCHING FOR ANOTHER PARTNER BUT IF THAT 
EFFORT DOES NOT MEET WITH SUCCESS, LLE PLANS TO MEET ITS COMMIT- 
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